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Opening Acclamation 

 
+ Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
   His mercy endures for ever. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he 
suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: 
Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Epistle 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This 
is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
 
+ + + The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
According to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the 
hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end.  
 
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 
prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 
Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning 
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to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You 
do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.”  
 
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
Simon Peter replied, “Then, Lord, not just my feet but my 
hands and my head as well!” Jesus answered, “Those who 
have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole 
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of 
you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that 
was why he said not every one was clean. When he had 
finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you.” 

(John 13:1-15) 
The Sermon 

 
The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Form I 

 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to 
the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, 
and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy 
Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for 
all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those 
who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the 
fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 
wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, 
and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



7 

 

For the health and safety of all people and the end of this 
pandemic, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and 
the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and 
for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 
degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
+ For the absolution and remission of our sins and 
offenses, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 
suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O 
Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, 
and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
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For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

All Services Available on Facebook and YouTube 
 

GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY, Noon in Sanctuary 
CROSSWALK, 1:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY, 7pm in Sanctuary 
 

HOLY SATURDAY LITURGY, Noon Online only 
 

GREAT EASTER VIGIL, 6:30am, Outdoors 
EASTER SERVICE, 9:00am in Sanctuary 

EASTER SERVICE, 11:00am in Worship Ctr. 
DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 12-12:30pm 

 

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. For our sins he was lifted high upon the 
cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, 
by his suffering and death, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name, the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna, in the highest. 
  
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him 
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
  
+ On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
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“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
+ After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to 
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. 
  
+ We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.  



11 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
We do not presume to come to this your Table, O 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table.  
But you are the same Lord whose property is always to 
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his 
blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Please stay at your seat. The clergy will 
come to you with the consecrated Bread. 

 

 
 
 

 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
May the peace of God which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and his son Jesus Christ and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 

The Stripping of the Altar 
 
They divide my garments among them. 
They cast lots for my clothing. 

 
 

Please note that there will be no dismissal. An explanation 
for the stripping of the altar follows on the next pages. 

Once concluded, the service will end in silence. 
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ABOUT THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR: 
 

Mandatum novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos  -  
“A new commandment I give you, that you love one 
another as I have loved you” (John 13:34). 
 
As the Passion story unfolds over Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday, Jesus will be systematically betrayed, 
abandoned, humiliated, tortured, and killed. The 
stripping of the altar tonight helps represent these mighty 
acts where Christ “emptied himself...and being found in 
human form he humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:7-8). Articles of 
worship, devotion, and beauty will be silently removed 
from the sanctuary area until it is bare. In the end, the 
very clothing on his back, will be stripped from Jesus and 
kept by his torturers. This night, which began in loving 
service, will end bereft in solemn darkness.  
 
Mark 14:34-37 
Jesus said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. 
Remain here and watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass 
from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for 
you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will.” And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to 
Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour?" 
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Matthew 26:45 
"See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners." 
 
Mark 14:44-50 
Now Judas the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I 
will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” 
And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, 
“Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And they laid hands on him and 
seized him.  
 
Matthew 26: 56 
Then all the disciples left him and fled. 
 
 Luke 22:55-62 
Then a servant girl, seeing Peter as he sat in the light and looking 
closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” But he 
denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a little 
later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 
But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an interval of about 
an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also 
was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I 
do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, 
while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. And the Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the 
Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you 
will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
Matthew 26:68 
Then they spat in his face and struck him. And some slapped 
him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck 
you?” 
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Matthew 27:22-26 
Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is 
called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he 
said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 
more, “Let him be crucified!” So when Pilate saw that he was 
gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the 
people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then 
he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 
delivered him to be crucified. 
 
Mark 15:16-20 
And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the 
governor's headquarters), and they called together the whole 
battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting 
together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they began to 
salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they were striking his 
head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in 
homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped 
him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And 
they led him out to crucify him. 
 
 John 19:23-24 
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his 
tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast 
lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the 
Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, 
and for my clothing they cast lots” (Psalm 22:18). 
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Mark 15:34 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” 

Once the altar area has been stripped, the Sanctuary 
Lamp, a candle that burns around the clock all year to 
mark the presence of the Reserved Sacrament, is 
extinguished. For Christ, the Light of the World, has died 
on the cross. “Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 
said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And 
having said this he breathed his last” (Luke 23:46).  

The lights are turned off and there, in the dark, the altar is 
struck with a Bible, symbolizing the Temple curtain being 
torn in two. “It was now about the sixth hour, and there 
was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 
while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two” (Luke 23:44).  

The evening concludes with the stripped altar covered in a 
black pall, as we might cover a casket for the deceased. 
“And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean 
linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he 
had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the 
entrance of the tomb and went away” (Matthew 27:59-60). 

The sanctuary and altar, once beautiful and full of the 
Holy Presence of Christ, is now empty, forlorn, forsaken, 
and dark. Remember this night. Remember these mighty 
acts done for our sake and for the sake of the world.  

Watch and pray. 


