The Fifth Sunday of

! ‘., v ; 7
"
8 2ol {

‘ : : g ¢ 5
“We always thank God for all of you and
continually ention you in our pw\'ayé,‘]gs:%?.

J 41 0 /

1 Thessalonians 1:2

St.Stephen’s

Episcopal Church + Lakeland, Florida

[To Love and Serve Kel Tt BNEI= T4 1




Opening Hymn
#408, “Sing Praise to God” verses 1&2

Sing praise to God who reigns above,
the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love,
the God of our salvation;
with healing balm my soul he fills,
and every faithless murmur stills:
to God all praise and glory.

What God’s almighty power hath made,
his gracious mercy keepeth;
by morning glow or evening shade
his watchful eye ne’er sleepeth.
Within the kingdom of his might,
lo! All is just and all is right:
to God all praise and glory.

Opening Acclamation

+ Alleluia, Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Pascha Nostrum

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast, Not with the old leaven, the
leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth. Alleluia.

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. The death that he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God. So also consider yourselves dead to sin, and
alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep. For since by a man came
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. Alleluia.

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant
us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way,
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.



The Epistle
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter.

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted
that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, the living Stone - rejected by humans
but chosen by God and precious to him - you also, like living
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those
who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone that causes people
to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they disobey the message - which is also what they
were destined for.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

(1 Peter 2:2-10)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Psalm

31:1-5

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put
to shame; deliver me in your righteousness.

Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my
crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your Name, lead
me and guide me.

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have

redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth.

+ Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel

+ + + The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according
to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe
in God; believe also in me. My Father's house has many
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am
going there to prepare a place for you! And if [ go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way
to the place where I am going.”



Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don't know where you are
going, so how can we know the way!” Jesus answered, “I am
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you really know me, you will
know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him
and have seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be
enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don't you know me, Philip,
even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? Don't you believe that I am in the
Father, and that the Father is in me! The words I say to you I
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father,
living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least
believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I
tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and [ will do
it.”

(John 10:1-10)
The Gospel of The Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Rev. Dr. Rob Moses

The Nicene Creed



We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work;



For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world,;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
especially those on our prayer list and the suffering people of
the world.

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

For those serving in the armed forces, those wounded or
recovering in veterans’ hospitals, those serving in combat and
those serving in safety.

For the peace and protection of God.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the
Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Greg our Bishop, David,
Rob, and Doug our clergy, and for all bishops and other
ministers;

For all who serve God in his Church.

For blessings upon Matt and Autumn; Kevin and Samantha;
and in thanksgiving with Amanda and Joseph.
For healthy babies and a safe delivery.



For our schools, scouts, and all of the children and youth of
our parish.

For your grace and their ever growing knowledge and love
of you.

For our parish family.
Bind us together and draw us always closer to you.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

(you may add your own intercessions and thanksgivings)

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life;

(you may add your own intercessions and thanksgivings)

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.

(you may add your own intercessions and thanksgivings)

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen



+ Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy
has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with
repentance and faith turn to him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

The Announcements

Please check your email for this week’s copy of the FYI.
Services will continue to be online only.
Please let us know in the office if you have any
prayer requests or need assistance of any kind.

VERSE OF THE WEEK
1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light.

The Offertory

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an
offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
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#711, “Seek Ye First” verse 1

Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you;
Allelu, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Allelu, alleluia!

The Presentation

All things come of thee, O Lord,

And of thine own have we given thee. (1 Chronicles 29:14)
Eucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

[t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you
for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for
us, and has taken away the sin of the world.
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By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon
the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

+ On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

+ After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

+ Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him.

+ Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

AMEN.

And as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Family Song

Here we are, gathered together as a family
Bound as one, lifting up our voices to the King of kings
We sing Abba, Father, holy is Your name
Abba, Father, holy is Your name.

These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them
in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

#711, “Seek Ye First” verse 2

Ask, and it shall be given unto you,
seek, and ye shall find,
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;
Allelu, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Allelu, alleluia!

The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted
us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Prayers, Intercessions, and Thanksgiving

Birthdays This Week:
Kevin Shelton, Joanie Boyd, Michael Platt,Robert Chilton,
KC Eapen, Kaelynn Hiber, Gene Dumaresq, Jim Heal,
Ed Knox, Carla Sauve

Anniversaries This Week:
Bill and Geneann Thompson, Ken and Judy Horne

Birthday Prayer

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase;
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts
may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

+ May the peace of God which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and his son Jesus Christ and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among
you and remain with you always. Amen

Closing Hymn
#408, “Sing Praise to God” verse 3

Let all who name Christ’s holy Name
give God all praise and glory;
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let all who know his power proclaim
aloud the wondrous story!
Cast each false idol from its throne,

the Lord is God, and he alone:
to God all praise and glory.

The Dismissal

Let us go forth in the world, rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

centralfloridachurch.com
facebook.com/ststchurch
youtube.com/ststchurch

. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1820 E. County Road 540A O
Lakeland, FL 33813
(863) 646-6115 office
ststoffice@gmail.com
centralfloridachurch.com

16



