
Lent Quiet Service 
 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: 
Come let us adore him. 
 
MUSIC: “Lord Have Mercy” 
 
Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of 
our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to 
prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided 
a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a 
time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body 
of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the 
fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the 
need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith. I 
invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the conclusion of a holy Lent, 
by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by  
reading and meditating on God’s holy Word. 
 
MUSIC: “Christ Has Walked This Path” 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You are worthy at all 
times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of life, and to be 
glorified through all the worlds. 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone 
astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your 



Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

PSALM 51:11-18 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 
away from your presence and take not your holy Spirit from me. Give me the joy of 
your saving help again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. I shall teach your 
ways to the wicked, and sinners shall return to you. Deliver me from death, O God, 
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation. Open my 
lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. Had you desired it, I would 
have offered sacrifice, but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. The sacrifice of  
God is a troubled spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
MUSIC: “Were You There?” 
 
Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep 
us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended 
from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which 
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

JOHN 13:3-5,12-17 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. When he had washed their feet and put on his outer 
garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have 
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are 
you if you do them.” 
 



MUSIC: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 
Kyrie Eleison 
Christe Eleison 
 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

ISAIAH 53:3-5 
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. 
 
MUSIC: “Sing, My Tongue, The Glorious Battle” 
 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon 
the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may 
walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever Amen. 
 

ROMANS 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  



we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has 
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 
die again; death no longer has over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once 
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ. 
 

As we spend time in prayer, candles will be brought 
from the back and placed around the altar. 

 
MUSIC: “The Power of the Cross” 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
O Lamb of God, you takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 
your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and 
all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 
MUSIC: The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Go in Peace, to love and serve the LORD. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

As our service concludes, may your spirits be prepared 
for the mighty works of this most Holy of Weeks. 

 


